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some kind, it must be by means of which we cannot
well form any conception. I imagine that, if we
attempt to conceive the thing, we forthwith think
of seeing, or hearing, or something of the kind. But
how are we to see or hear without an organ of vision
or hearing, and how can we have such organs with-
out a body of some kind ?

Accordingly, we are not condemned to the diffi-
culties of conception and the vague indefiniteness of
a state of being so utterly different from our present
as that which we have been considering. The
Christian religion holds before us the promise of
a future body. It is true that the nature of that
body is at present unknown. Still, as being a body,
we gain a definiteness of conception of a future state
which is wanting in the more vague idea of a soul
surviving the death of the present body. There is a
gain in definiteness of conception, and consequently
in influence on the life.

But, in adopting the Christian doctrine of a
future body, wre are not to encumber it, as some
have done, with purely adventitious additions, intro-
ducing thereby difficulties of belief which are per-
fectly gratuitous. All we are told is, that there is
to be a body, a body of some very different kind
from the present, a body, of course, which we should
recognise as our own, just as we do our present
bodies, notwithstanding the state of continual flux